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ndian ‘government subsidies for fos-
I sil fuels, including oil and gas, have

coal industry have remained stable over
the same period, a new study by think-
tank International Institute for
Sustainable Development (1ISD), has
found.

India, the world's second largest con-
sumer of coal and the fourth largest
emiter of carbon dioxide, accouints for 7
per cent of global emissions and contin-
ues to subsidise the loss-making, pol-
luting coal industry. Burning of fossil
fuels, such as coal, is the largest source of
greenhouse gas emissions warming up
the planet.

Subsidies for oil and gas decreased
from 215 trillion ($21 billion) in 2014 to
136,500 crore ($5.1 biliion) in 2017, White
coal subsidies increased by 2 per cent,
from 15,650 crore ($2.20 billion) to
L. $2.23 billion), ingto
the December 2018 HISD study.

The biggest chunk of coal subsidies
was on customs and excise duties, to
reduce input costs for coal-fired power
generation. In 2017, the coal industry
received concessions worth 3,523 erore
{$1billion) on customs duty on imports.
The same year, the coal sector also
received concessions on excise duty
amounting t0%6,913 crore (8960 million).
Together, these formed 91 per cent
{14,436 crore) of coal subsidies in 2017,
said the IISD study.

India’s demand for coal in financial
year{FY)2017-18 was 908 miilion tonnes
{MT), but domestic production, at only
676 MT, fell short by 34%, according to
the ministry of coal. Despite these con-
cessions and high demand, investors
have seen thelr holdings in key Indian
coal-mining and coal-based power con

panies the stock
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lion) in 2018--84% of the subsidies
received by coal in 2017 under former
customs and excise duty rates, as per
the HISD study. While this represents a
ds se, it reflects only a part of the

Exchange’s Sensex by an average of 10
per cent a year since 2013, costing
325,000 crore ($3.5 billion) in forgone
returns, according to a December study
by the non-governmental environmen-
tal organisation Greenpeace.

Government policies on coal subsi-
dies saw major changes in 2017, with the
introduction of the goods and services
1ax {GST), a unified tax which subsumed
several indirect taxes, including customs
and excise duties. The net value of coal
subsidies, bowever, was unlikely to
reduce significantly in 2018, said the
liSD report.

While cus-

actual subsidies received by the coal
industry. Reduced coal subsidies post-
GST are a mirage due to hidden subsi-
dies. A less conservative definition of a
subsidy that includes external costs
would reveal the true extent of the sub-
sidies to the coal sector in India.

The lack of penalties ﬁ:r non-com-
pliance with India’s

improve the overall combustion charac-
teristics,” said the 11SD study.

The total untaxed external costs asso-
ciated with coal use were worth 212 tril-
lion {$196 billion) in India in 2015, the
USD report said, citing calculations by
global monetary cooperation organisa-
tion, the International Monetary Fund.
This is nearly 400 times the entire envi-
ronment ministry budget of 33,111 crore
in2019-20.

Electricity transmission and distri-
bution (T&D) is the largest single recip-

norms has also been considered as asub-
sidy in the 1ISD studv. Thermal power
companies in India escaped penalties
worth Rs 853 crore (3119 million) in 2614
and Rs 981 crore ($137 miltion) in 2017 for
not washing coal before use, as perenvi-

tom duty rates increased the price of
coal imports in 2018, the introduction
of a new concession of 5% on the sales
tax rate for coal under the GST nearly
offset the difference, said the report. The
concession under GST provided subsi-
dies to coal worth Rs 12,122 crore ($1.7 bil-

regulations. This was the
“largest subsidy” identified by the USD
study in the "non-compliance” group of
subsidies.

“[Use of] unwashed domestic coal in
power generation also results in reduced
efficiency of power plants, requiring

[superior quality] coal imports to
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ient of energy in India, receiv-
ing concessions worth 83,313 crore
(811.7 billion) in 2017. Though India is
making efforts to turn its electricity grid
greener, with 20 per centof T&D based
onrenewable sources, T&D continues to
largely support coal-fired electricity in
india, with 60% based on coal sources.
About 60% of the subsidies T&D receives
are thus effectively coal subsidies, as per
the IISD study. 1ISD, however, has not
included T&D subsidies in caleulating
the total coal subsidies in 2017,

Not least are further external costs
associated with coal — air poltution and

associated health problems, environ-
mental problems and greenhouse gas
emissions — listed by the 11SD study.
Stressed coal sector under further pres-
sureas India shifts to greener power gen-
eration.

India has made good progress in
greening its power generation by dou-
biing capacity from renewable resources
(solar, wind, etc.) over four years to 2018.
Renewables now account for one-fifth
of India’s total installed power capacity.
Government subsidies for renewable
power generation also grew six-fold over
the three years to 2017, from 22,608 crore
(8366 million) in 2014 to ¥15,040 crore
{$2.1billion). But although coal remains
thesource of about 60 per cent of india’s
electricity production, the sector is
under stress. With higher costs than
solar- or wind-based electricity produc-
tion, and the burden of green taxes, it is
‘beset by financial difficulties. Poor coal
supply, locations distant from coal
sources, use of outd
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parliament committee report.

Since 2010, India has seen coal plant
proposals worth 573 gigawart (GW) can-
celled or shelved — 1.5 times the cur-
rent total working capacity — according
to a 2018 report by Global Coal Plant
Tracker, the End Coal advocacy group’s
global repository of information on coal.

Over the past 4-5 years, India added
20 GW of fossil fuel-based thermal pow-
er generation capacity annuaily. But, in
FY 2017-18, this slowed down substan-
tially, with a net capacity addition of just
5GW, Vibhuti Garg, energy economist at
think tank Institute for Energy
Economics and Financial Analysis anda
co-author of the UISD study, told
IndiaSpend. This excludes the capacity
of retiring power plants and captive
capacity [a power plant that an industry
builds for its own use] from the total
thermal capacity addition in the coun-
try. “In FY 2018-19, it Is expected that
the net addition will be -0.5 GW or [-500

lack of long-term power pu rchase agr»e
ments were cited as the main causes of
financial stress in the coal sector by a
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MW], implying that there were more
retirements than capacity added in the
past year, so 2019 will be crucial [forthe
transition from fossil fuel-based to

Coal sub5|d|es!uoo tlmes more than govt budget

greener sources of energyl,” Garg said.

About 40 GW of coal-fired power
projects are also stranded, with work yet
1o begin or curtailed due to financial
unviability. Of this, 15.7 GW — or 39per
cent — Is not even commissioned,
according to government data.Some of
these projects had signed long-term

at low tariffs. A sub:
rise in the cost of coal-fired generation
due to higher coal prices—particularly
of coal imports—as well as the cost of
freight charges for coal transportation
made these projects financially unvi-
able.

T&D companies also have to a pay a
higher tariff for power from coal-based
power plants. The tariff is Rs 4.39 per
kilowatt-hour [RWh or unit] from a new,
state-of-the-art, emissions-compliant
coal-fired power plant with alil
favourable conditions {(e.g., location
close to coal source) in place, compared
TOT2.5-3.0 per unit for a renewabies proj-
ect, according to government data.

“Any new coal plant commissioned
could reduce business for the existing
plants. We might see more coal plants
becoming non-performing assets,”

a
with Greenpeace India, told IndiaSpend.

India should focus on shutting down
old, inefficient, polluting coal-fired pow-
er plants and prioritise efficient, emis-
sions-compliant coal power plants,
together with implementing new stricter
cmission norms notified by the Indian
government in 2015 to reduce air pollu-
tion and water consumption, said
Sivalingam. The debate: Coal provides
the base load but increases poliution and
emissions

Views on the effectiveness and effi-
ciency of India’s coal subsidies are like-
ly to be heavily influenced by the debate
on coal versus renewables in India’s
energy future, said the ISD study, pre-
senting both sides of ¢!

Advocates for coal axgue thar itisthe
cheapest option for round-the-clock
power generation to meet India’s grow-
ing energy demand. This includes
demand for energy access because it pro-
vides low prices for consumers through
arich domestic resource that aids ener-
gy security. According to them, coal
bears most of the load of providing elec-
tricity and potentially balancing capac-
ity for fluctuating renewable energy
sources, said the 11SD study, adding that

receive large per
unit of energy generated, so subsidies
for coal are needed to help redress the
balance.

Yet, based on recent auctions, grid-
scale solar and wind are now fully com-
petitive with coal, without the addition-
al costs that coal use imposes on
citizens, including health issues associ-
ated with air poliution and greenhouse
gas emissions, the study said.
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ocket colposcope: New hope for
teemmgcerwcal cancer population
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NOTICE OF POSTAL BALLOT

Membe's o‘ the Company are hereby informed that pursuant to
of Section 110 and other applicable provisions, if
any, of the Companies Act, 2013 read with Rule 22 of the
Companies (Management and Administration) Rules, 2014, as
amended and applicable Regulations of the SEBI (Listing
Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015,
the Company proposes to pass resolutions through Postal Baliot
process (including e-voting) as set out in the Postal Ballot Notica
dated 31" January, 2013

Amember may exercise voting either by physical baliot
or e-voting, Far casting the vote, members are required to read
carefully the instructions mentioned in the Notice and printed
overleaf the Postal Ballot Form. Members are requested to note
¥ that the voting process through Postal Baliot and by electronic
modz wil commence from 09.00 a.m. on Sunday,
2019 and will remain open till 05.00 p.m. on Monday, 18" March,
may piease retum the Postal Ballot Form duly
completed in all respects in the self addressed Business Reply
enveiope enclosed along with the Notice so as 1o reach the
Scrutinizer on or beforz 05.00 p.m. on Monday, 18th March, 2019.
Any Postal Bailol formi{s] retaivad thereafier shali be raated aa if
the reply from such member has not been received and voting by
electronic means shall nol be allowed beyond the said time and
date. The voting rights of the members/beneficial ownars shall be
reckoned as on the cut-off date (record date) i.e. Friday, st
February, 2019. The Members wio do not receive the Fostal
Baliot Form may apply to the Company and obtain 2 duplicats
thereof. The Postal Ballot Notice is also availabls at the

in; Website: in

17" February,
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New Delhi, 16 Febiuary

Cery cancer Is preventa-
bie, but more women in India
die from it than in any other
country. According to the
National Institute of Cancer
Prevention and Research
{NICPR), at least 96,322 new
cervical cancer cases are
detected and 60,078 deaths
are repoiied every year
Experts believe the numbers
could be many times over, as
cancer screening and detec-
tion is abysmally low in India
and developing countries.
DrNimmi Ramanujan, pro-
fessor of biomedical engineer-
ingat Duke University, directs
the Giobal Women's heaith
Technologies at the Pratt
School of Engineering and
Duke Global Health Institute.
Recently. she was in India to
talk about a technology she

use thelr experience to deter-
mine whether a patient needs
treatment or not.
this instance, baving a
devicelike acolposcope s par-
ticularly important, as a high-
quality image provides the
‘basis fora more accurate inter-
pretation in the absence of a
biopsy. The digital images can
be processed with automated
decision-making algorithms,
makingeffective point-of-care
colposcopy and diagnosis pos-
sible in the hands of commu-
nity health providers.
inahigh-income setting, it
can be used as a standard col-
poscope duringa procedure in
ahospital or a specialty clinic,
bringing affordable screening
0 more providers. It is very
intuitive to use, like a digital
camera and, typically, a one-
hour training over skype on
the use of the rechnology is
sufficient forproviders to inde-
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 fit 3nd ansparent mamer The Scruinser wi submit s repart 1 the Exerulve
Chairperson’ Board of Directors of your Company afler complation of the e-votng and|
scrutiny of postal ballo forms. The combined resuts of postal balod and e-vofing wil be|
dectared by e Executive Chaimerscr or any Director o the Company on or before!
 Thursday, March 21, 2019 at the Registered Oficaof the Company.
Merbers may contact Mr R Shivshankar, Deputy General Manajer Corparatl
+312225134359,
emal ! orthe Registrar and Share Transfer Agent of e
Company. M. Computech Sharecap Limited, 147, Mahatma Gandhi Rm Opp.
Gallery, For, Mumbal — 400 001 (Phone: 2263500001102 s-mait
forqueries or

By order of the Board of Directors
For Godrej Consumer Products Limited
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Mumbal, February 16, 2018

Chief Financial Officer & Company Secretary]

Y
Private Lumeds websile viz;https:/www.instavote linkintime.
co.n.

The result of the Postal Bailot process will be announced
by the Chairman on Wednesday, 20" March, 2019 at4.00 p.m. at
he Regisiered Office of the Company. The resuit aiong with the
Scrufinizer's report will be displayed at the registered offics of the
Company and hosted on the Company's website and Link intime
India Private Limited's website

Focany iciarifi
with the electronic vating or voting by Postal Ballot can be
addressed fo the Company Secretary at contact details given
above.
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hasdeveloped called the pock- use the device on
et colposcope, and to dwell on of itg pSy a  patients. The ultimate goal is
- an ongoing study being con- positive pap smear screen to bring this technology to the
ducted in Indiain Darme:shm community health setting so
. with noted How the pock with 2 2-mega pixel camera it can be used to triage patients
; ogist, Dr ,\\“—El’].'i Bhatla of the works, Whatis fundamentally thatismoreslenderandcanbe at the sites where they
All-India Institute of Medical different aboutthe pocketcol- inserted into a tampon-like before referringthem to a hos:
Sciences (AIIMS). poscope, compared to astan-  introducer called the Calla pital. Currently, a session
The inspiration for the dard clinical colposcopeisthat scope,toenable speculum-free  which involves screening
pocket colposcope, a new rather than looking at the visualisation of the cervix. using a colposcope costs
screening device that is gain-  cervix from outside the body, Historically, the colpo- %35,000. Says Dr Sabhyata

ingacceptance, resulted from
avisit to Moshi, Tanzania. The
director of the Kilimanjaro
Christian Medical Center
reproductive screening clinic
pointed out that one of biggest
barriers to cervical cancer
screening is the use of specu-
lum. Women who enter the
screening cascade for the first
time are usually not familiar
with this procedure and are
intimigeffed by the idea of hav-
colg-metal object inside

ceptualisaﬁm: of the pocket
colposcope.

through the speculum, the
pocket colposcope can he
inserted thmugh the spe-:u~

scope has not been the gold
standard for screening of cer-
vical cancer; rather it guides

of the cervix to take a pw:mne
When the colposcope is close
tothe cervix, the quality of pic-
tures obtained rival that of the
best colposcopes on the mar-
ket, butata fraction of the cost
and size (a fifth or a tenth,
depending on the kind of col-
poscope you buy). There are
two versions of the pocket col-
poscope - one with a S-mega
pixal camera that can be used
to obtain images via insertion
through a speculum and one

biopsy ing a positive
papsmear screen. Itis used to
visualise lesions, which are

then biopsied and evaluated

by a pathologist to confirm
disease prior o treatment.
That being said, in low
resource communities, there
is not sufficient funding or
infrastructure to perform pap
smears, buy colposcopes, or
process biopsies. So in those
communities, providersoften
visualise the cervix with the
naked eye or a camera, and

Gupta, Director, Gynaecology
and Onco Gynaecology, “The
pocket colposcope will be an
excellent device to use as the
current product is bulky.”

The pocket colposcope is
easy touse and needs minimal
maintenance. Inthe US, it has
been priced at $1,000. Pricing
for the developing world is still
being worked on, as access was
theraison d'étre for developing
the product. Duke is in discus-
sions with potential partners
forscale up in India.

Source: World Health
Organization
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